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Archaeological watching briefs and evaluations, which have produced no 
significant archaeological features or finds, are listed at the end of the relevant 
county sections below. In each case, the parish/site name is followed by the name 
of the organisation which undertook the fieldwork. For abbreviations, please see 
above (p. v). Some entries may relate to fieldwork undertaken before 2015 but 
not previously reported.

LEICESTER

All finds and records are deposited with Leicester City Museums Service (LCMS) 
under the accession number cited at the end of the entry.

Beaumont Leys, Blackbird Road Playing Fields (SK 574 067) Olly Dindol

Detailed magnetometer survey of Blackbird Road Playing Fields, carried out by 
MOLA Northampton, identified two possible ditches, an undated pond, and slight 
traces of medieval ridge and furrow cultivation. A variety of modern features, many 
relating to use of the area as a playing field, were also identified. A11.2015.

Beaumont Leys, Blackbird Road Playing Fields Alex Cassels 
(SK 57327 06647)

Twenty evaluation trenches were excavated by Wessex Archaeology for CgMs 
Consulting on land off Blackbird Road, Beaumont Leys. The site was formerly part 
of a medieval deer park which is shown as still extant on nineteenth-century maps. 
The evaluation identified a north-east to south-west aligned shallow linear feature, 
as well as a further smaller gully with nineteenth- to twentieth-century pottery. 
A14.2015.

Leicester, Bath Lane (SK 58002 04684) Donald Clark

An archaeological strip, plan and sample excavation was undertaken by University of 
Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) on behalf of Leicester City Council, prior 
to redevelopment of land within the compound of Friars Mill, Bath Lane, Leicester. 
The site lies within the north-west quarter of the Roman and Medieval walled town, 
and offered high potential for the survival of archaeological remains. The area of 
interest was located in the south-east corner of the proposed development site, 
where a previous evaluation trench excavated by ULAS had exposed the remains 
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of a Roman structural wall running north-west to south-east with associated 
surrounding deposits. Further investigation revealed more of the wall (Fig. 1), 
mortar floor surfaces, a surviving section of north-east to south-west structural 
wall, a metalled surface, a linear feature and a large post-hole. No evidence of the 
Roman or medieval town defences were found, but a substantial gravel deposit on 
the northern edge of the site may have been the fill of a large ditch. Roman building 
materials, pottery fragments and some metal finds were recovered. A10.2015.

Leicester, 53–55 Oxford Street (SK 5856 0393) Stephen Baker

Archaeological excavation by ULAS, in advance of student residential development 
at 53–55 Oxford Street, revealed a truncated sequence of deposits reflecting 
Roman, medieval, post-medieval occupation and Civil War defence construction. 
The significant and widespread destruction of archaeological layers and deposits by 
cellaring was also demonstrated across the site. Roman evidence was reflected by 
pottery assemblages from a boundary ditch running perpendicular to the projected 
alignment of the Tripontium Road, in turn reflected by the intermittent survival of 
patches of metalled surfaces. Later Roman occupation following disuse of the road 
was reflected by a stone-lined well, containing an extensive assemblage of Roman 
coins and disarticulated human remains (Fig. 2). Medieval and post-medieval 
occupation was reflected by the truncated survival of pits and possibly yard surfaces. 
A substantial ditch believed to date to the Civil War and constitute a stretch of 
Leicester defences was revealed to the north of the excavation area. A9.2015.

Fig. 1. Roman wall foundations under excavation, with surviving floor surfaces to the 
left of the masonry. Part of the medieval stone-robbing from the wall can be seen  

at the foot of the picture. © ULAS.



archaeology in leicester, leicestershire and rutland 2015     287

Leicester, Southgates (SK 5845 0430) Mathew Morris, John Thomas

Excavation by ULAS at Southgates in Leicester revealed the intersection of two 
Roman streets, both with thick, cambered gravel surfaces and drainage gullies. A 
number of large stone and timber buildings and boundary walls, dating from the 
second century to the fourth century, have been identified running along the sides of 
the streets (Fig. 3). In some areas the Roman archaeology was very well preserved 
with intact floors and rare fragments of wall still surviving. The broken remains of 
a mosaic pavement was found in one building, whilst pieces of painted wall plaster 
still survived on the walls of another (Fig. 4).

A wide array of artefacts was found, including coins, fine table ware, a copper 
spoon, game counters, a number of bone hair pins and other pieces of jewellery. 
This suggests that Roman activity in the area was predominately domestic in nature, 
with some industrial activity going on in the vicinity in the later Roman period. This 
part of Roman Leicester is very poorly understood and one of the streets found on 
the site has never been seen before. This is a significant find which raises exciting 
new questions about the layout of the early Roman town and how it developed 
through the Roman period. Early analysis suggests contrasting types of occupation 
on different sides of the streets and this will give exciting new insights into life in 
Roman Leicester.

Fig. 2. Excavated cross section through the upper levels of the Roman well showing the 
stone lining. © ULAS.
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A series of medieval and post-medieval backyards, dating from the twelfth 
century through to the sixteenth century, were also found. These were probably 
associated with densely packed houses and shops which would once have fronted 
onto the important medieval street of Southgate Street.

Evidence comprised stone-lined pits (possibly privies or water tanks), rubbish 
pits, latrines, wells, boundary walls, and a late fifteenth- or sixteenth-century cellar. 
These features, and the evidence carefully collected and recorded from them, will 
give important new insights into the lifestyles and industry of the people living in 
the vicinity.

One eighteenth-century brick-lined well contained a very interesting assemblage 
of ceramic and glass vessels which had been thrown away as the feature fell out of 
use. This included a range of fine and coarse ware pottery including early porcelain 
plates, tea bowls and saucers, as well as several miniatures including a teapot. A 
collection of complete wine and brandy bottles and medicinal bottles was also 
present. Useful dating evidence is provided by one pottery sherd decorated with a 
raised dot crown motif above a hand-painted ‘GR’, the initials of one of the King 
Georges (1714–1830). A12.2015.

Fig. 3. The Roman street (right) was laid out in the early second century AD. A 
substantial stone boundary wall (left) was built along the road edge in the late second 
century, and a gully (centre) was dug between the street and the wall to aid drainage. 

Behind the wall, gardens were eventually replaced with lean-to buildings from the  
mid-third century onwards. © ULAS.
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Leicester, 52 Western Road (SK 578037) Richard Huxley, Mathew Morris

Excavation on the eastern side of Western Road, in advance of construction of a new 
block of student apartments for Jamie Lewis Residential, next to ‘The Western’ pub, 
has revealed the southwards continuation of the Roman cemetery first excavated at 
40–46 Western Road in 2010–12 (TLAHS 85, 208–10 and 87, 240–2). A further 24 
burials have been recorded, taking the total assemblage up to 83. Radiocarbon dates 
suggest burial was taking place between the early second century and the late fourth 
or early fifth century AD. Many were buried with grave goods or exhibit burial 
customs not previously seen in Leicester, giving an exciting new insight into the lives 
of the city’s Roman inhabitants.

Fig. 4. Remains of a Roman mosaic pavement are carefully uncovered. After the building 
was demolished, the pavement has collapsed and broken up. © ULAS.
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Analysis is ongoing, but one exciting find is that four men may have African or 
mixed ancestry. Stable isotope analysis of teeth and bone samples from two of them 
has found no evidence of non-British childhood origin, but there is some suggestion 
that they had spent their childhoods away from Leicester. As such, they may be 
descended from migrants. One child, suffering from severe rickets, may also be of 
African descent, likely born in a sunnier climate and only moving to Britain after the 
age of seven. Living in a more northern latitude, with much less sunlight available, 
their darker skin put them at greater risk of developing vitamin D deficiency, and 
they died a few years later.

Another interesting grave is that of a man buried wearing an elaborately 
decorated belt, in a style that would have been worn by a late Roman soldier or 
civil servant during the second half of the fourth century or early fifth century AD. It 
comprises a belt buckle, belt plate and strap end (Fig. 5). The survival of the delicate 
thin sheet bronze belt plate is remarkable. It is cast in the ‘chip-carved’ style, and 
would have been riveted to a wide leather belt or girdle with a thinner securing 
strap running through the buckle and ending with the strap end. The belt buckle is 
in a ‘zoomorphic’ style characteristic of late Roman artwork and the strap end is 
decorated with crouching dogs on either side of its tapered end.

The belt’s owner was aged between 36 and 45 when he died. He had survived 
poor health in childhood to lead a comparatively fit adult life, but at some point he 
had fractured his left forearm and part of the wrist joint; an injury that had healed 
well, but left his wrist weakened and damaged muscles associated with his left 
thumb. This type of injury is known as a ‘parry fracture’ and is typically caused by 
raising the arm to ward off a blow or a falling object, whilst the damage to the wrist 
may have come from a fall. The man had also damaged two of the major muscles in 
his upper right arm and shoulder. Such injuries could possibly be caused by over-use, 
over-extending the muscles with movements such as throwing and lifting. Whilst 
it is difficult to identify exactly what caused these injuries, they are consistent with 
those a soldier might suffer in combat or training, and reinforce the theory that this 
man is a late Roman official. A13.2015.

Fig. 5. Late Roman belt set from the Western Road cemetery. © ULAS.
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Historic Building Recording

Oxford Street Former nineteenth-century hosiery factory at 53 Oxford 
Street (SK 5856 0393) (ULAS)

Welford Road The Clubhouse Stand, Leicester Tigers (SK 5872 0326) (ULAS)

Negative watching briefs and evaluations in Leicester
(undertaken by ULAS unless otherwise stated)

Beaumont Leys: Ashton Close (SK 5789 0877); Evington: Moated Site at Piggy’s 
Hollow (SK 6263 0275) (Archaeology & Built Heritage); Leicester: Gypsy Lane, the 
former Towers Hospital (SK 618 060); Leicester: Haymarket Bus Station (SK 5889 
0478).

LEICESTERSHIRE

All finds and records will be deposited with Leicestershire County Council under the 
accession number given at the end of each entry.

Asfordby, land west of Station Lane (SK 701 187) Jennifer Browning

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken in February and March 
2014 on land west of Station Lane, Asfordby by ULAS. The fieldwork was 
undertaken in order to assess the potential impact on any archaeological remains 
within the area, prior to a planning application for residential development of the 
site. The work followed a desk-based assessment, fieldwalking and geophysical 
surveys, which confirmed the presence of two prehistoric ring ditches, located 
directly underneath the overhead power lines crossing the site. These are likely 
to be associated with a significant scatter of Neolithic–Bronze Age worked flints, 
including tools, which were recovered during fieldwalking and may have derived 
from ploughed out burial mounds. 

The archaeological evaluation comprised 20 trenches (30m and 15m in length) 
spread across the proposed development area. One of the ring ditches is expected 
to survive as an earthfast feature and may require mitigation before development 
progresses. However, it was not possible to place a trench over the ring ditch during 
the evaluation, due to the constraints of working with plant under the overhead 
powerlines. The negative trial trenches undertaken over the remainder of the area 
suggest that no further archaeological remains are likely to be affected by the 
proposed development, as shown by current development plans. No stratified finds 
were recovered during the work; however, 16 struck flints, including scrapers and 
flakes, were recovered from the field surface. X.A138.2014.

Ashby de la Zouch, land off Kilwardby Street Patrick Daniel 
(SK 35561 16629)

Six evaluation trenches, and two areas of strip, map and sample excavation, were 
excavated on land off Kilwardby Street, Ashby de la Zouch by Wessex Archaeology. 
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Linear ditches or gullies were present which represent property boundaries, set out 
at 90° to the medieval predecessor of Kilwardby Street. This part of Ashby de 
la Zouch became developed during or shortly after the fourteenth century, with 
subsequent developments occurring on a relatively static street plan. Widespread 
garden soils were also encountered, along with occasional pits and post-holes. 
Brick-built walls and drains of nineteenth- to twentieth-century construction were 
present, and had caused some impact on earlier horizons. The medieval and post-
medieval remains are fairly sparse, with no definite structural remains recorded. 
Poor drainage conditions may account for this, with ground conditions too wet 
for prolonged or intense occupation. A small amount of medieval and post-
medieval pot was recovered. The strip, map and sample excavations have yet to 
be fully reported on, but confirmed the results of the evaluation. X.A58.2015 and 
X.A59.2015.

Barrow upon Soar, land at Melton Road (SK 583 173) Leon Hunt

An archaeological excavation was carried out by ULAS on land at Melton Road, 
Barrow upon Soar, in advance of residential development of the site.

Previous evaluation work on the site had located a number of lime kiln structures 
that had been sampled but not closely dated. The main aim of the excavation work 
was to recover samples from the kilns that could be dated using scientific techniques 
(archaeomagnetic dating).

Six areas were excavated down to archaeological layers and the remains of six 
kiln structures were revealed. Two of these structures were sampled by the excavation 
of sections and all were hand planned. The kilns mainly consisted of a lozenge-
shaped pit surrounded by a halo of burnt clay or siltstone, which was most likely 
quarry backfill. The pits had a fill of silty soil, clay and ash, which varied greatly 
in depth from kiln to kiln. At one end of the kilns there was normally a shallow pit 
or working area, where the processed lime had been scraped into. In most of the 
kilns this had been at least partially truncated by ploughing or machining. Modern 
glass was recovered from two fills within two separate kilns, which would suggest 
that the kilns are modern in date. The burnt clay areas around the kilns were fairly 
friable and not of sufficient stability to be considered for archaeomagnetic dating. 
X.A178.2013.

Blaby, land at Leicester Lions RFC, Lutterworth Road Mathew Morris,  
(SP 563 966) Andrew McLeish

Two phases of archaeological field evaluation by trial trenching were carried out on 
land at Leicester Lions RFC, Lutterworth Road, ULAS in January 2015 (Phase I) and 
May 2015 (Phase II). Eighteen trenches were excavated across the site, achieving a 
c.4.4 per cent sample of the c.1.81ha development area. 

A small number of the trenches contained archaeological remains, but overall the 
results were largely negative. Trench 3 uncovered a possible palaeochannel; Trench 
5a contained evidence of a possible eaves-drip gully for an Iron Age roundhouse, 
whilst a solitary post-hole and gully were recorded in Trenches 11a and 13a. 



archaeology in leicester, leicestershire and rutland 2015     293

Topsoil and subsoil appears to have survived along the southern edge of the 
site with minimal disturbance, but the eastern side had suffered extensive modern 
ground disturbance down to the natural substratum, whilst the northern half of 
the site (Phase II) had been artificially flattened for use as a sports ground. Faint 
medieval ridge and furrow could be seen at ground level along the southern side of 
the site and in Trench 2 on the eastern side, whilst subsurface evidence for furrows 
also survived across most of the Phase II trenches. X.A12.2015.

Bradgate Park, Newtown Linford Richard Thomas, Jennifer Browning, 
(SK 532 108 – centre) James Harvey

Bradgate Park has become the new research focus of the University of Leicester’s 
undergraduate field school. The first season of excavation, undertaken between 
June and July 2015, was primarily focused on a moated site, located some 200m 
to the west of Bradgate House that is widely considered to mark the location of a 
park keeper’s lodge (Trenches 1–4). Evaluative work was also undertaken within the 
courtyard of Bradgate House and immediately outside the house (Trenches 5–6).

Trenches 1–4
The moat was present as an earthwork c.5m wide, enclosing a sub-rectangular 
platform with an area of approximately 0.2ha. A geophysical survey carried out over 
the platform had revealed a rectangular building, orientated east–west. Trenches 1–4 
were positioned to investigate aspects of the platform, moat and building, looking 
for evidence of date, function and layout (Fig. 6). 

A slot excavated through the moat in Trench 1 showed that c.1m of sediment 
still survived, indicating an original depth of at least 2m. The base of the feature was 
still waterlogged. Dark grey silty clay fills represented successive layers of silting, 
and contained large stones and pebbles, which had tumbled into the open ditch. 
There was evidence for a later recut and a line of unbonded stones, which had 
presumably acted as a drain to improve water flow. 

Trench 3 was located towards the south-east of the moated area, close to where 
the bank ran down into the moat. No evidence for a revetment wall, suggested 
by resistivity survey, was seen, although there were hints of rubble consolidation. 
However, the recovery of roof slates from layers within the excavated trench does 
indicate re-working and re-deposition of soils on the platform. The same observation 
was made in Trench 1, where soils on the platform produced oyster shell, slate 
fragments and a residual late Upper Palaeolithic flint blade core. 

Trenches 2 and 4 focused on the interior and immediate exterior space of the 
building, looking for internal features and information on the construction of the 
building, as well as the existence of external features (Fig. 7). Trench 2 encompassed 
the northern wall, including the rectangular projection, while Trench 4 was focused on 
the south-western corner of the building. Initial excavation of both trenches revealed 
a mass of stone and slate rubble resulting from collapse/demolition. The composition 
of the rubble indicated that the roof of the building was clad in slates, while the apex 
was capped with green-glazed ceramic ridge tiles, dating from the thirteenth century. 
Careful removal of the rubble layers revealed stone walls; variations suggested different 
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Fig. 6. Location of Trenches 1–4 on the moated site. © ULAS.
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construction phases. Several large flat-topped stones, spaced at regular intervals 
within the wall-lines, indicated that this was a cruck-framed building, with stone infill 
to the lower part of the wall. Current information suggests that the building originally 
comprised three bays but was later enlarged. It is likely that it had a central fireplace 
initially; however, burning identified at floor level on the eastern side suggested the 
later addition of a smoke bay, probably open to the rafters (Neil Finn pers. comm.). 
Further modification came with the addition of a rectangular fireplace in the centre of 
the northern wall. On the north side of the building a deposit containing thirteenth-
century pottery was thought to represent a spread of waste. 

Trench 5
Trench 5 was located within the original courtyard area of Bradgate House (built 
between c.1490 and 1520) and targeted partially extant wall lines that continued 
as parch marks, possibly forming a rectangular building. Previous reconstruction 
of the ruins of the complex suggested that the building may have been used as a 
laundry connected to the porters lodge to the south. 

An extensive area of loose demolition/levelling, exposed directly beneath the turf, 
was cut by a drain at the western end of the trench. The drain was on a different 
alignment to the excavated building and to Bradgate House, and contained material 
dating to the seventeenth/eighteenth century. The demolition was also overlaid 
by a cobble path at the southern end of the trench, extending beyond the trench 
to the east, west and south, and probably formed a continuation of the exposed 
pathway located at the entranceway. The dating recovered from the bedding of the 
path was seventeenth century or later. Surprisingly, the material from the underlying 
demolition deposits had a date range of fifteenth to sixteenth century, based on 
the quantity of Rhenish Stoneware pottery sherds that was recovered. Other finds 
included fragments of window mullions, medieval floor tiles, late medieval ridge tile, 
and a small bone-handled knife. 

The removal of the path and the demolition layers fully exposed the walls of the 
building, which were constructed from granite. A southern return wall, recorded 
within the south-east corner, clearly showed that the building was separate from the 
porter’s lodge to the south. The projected dimensions of the building were 11m × 6m 
(externally). The eastern wall survived to a height of 0.35m above previous ground 
level and contained a slate-capped drain that appeared to flow into the building. 

There were hints of a possible entrance on the western side of the building. The 
internal area of the building was covered by a well-preserved granite flagstone floor 
that contained a contemporary 0.5m wide rectangular slot, running roughly parallel 
with the western wall. The full extent of the feature was not exposed; therefore, 
its interpretation is currently speculative. However, it could represent an internal 
partition or even part of a staircase. The only find directly associated with the floor 
consisted of a late medieval-type horse-shoe that was corroded onto one of the 
flagstones close to the possible entrance.

Limited excavation of the demolition material on the eastern side of the building 
revealed another wall butting up against the eastern wall. This appeared to turn 
northwards and could be traced as a parch mark re-joining the eastern wall, close 
to the north-east corner of the building (Fig. 8). To the south of this wall, an area 
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Fig. 8. Bradgate House – plan of the building recorded within Trench 5. © ULAS.
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of broken tile and unbonded brick may represent levelling for a possible surface. 
Further south there was a linear feature associated with the demolished drain that 
originally led into the building. A slot, excavated against the north-east corner of the 
building, exposed a possible metalled exterior surface which may be contemporary 
with the building. The finds recovered from these deposits also broadly dated to the 
fifteenth and sixteenth century.

Currently, there is no clear evidence to suggest the building’s function, although 
a stable does seem to be a likely interpretation. The date of demolition is significant, 
as it suggested that the building (or more likely a complex of buildings) was present 
on the site prior to the construction of Bradgate House. In this scenario the building 
remained in use, while the construction of Bradgate House took place around it. The 
building was demolished at some point during the construction phase in order to 
create the courtyard, becoming infilled with material relating to earlier occupation 
and construction of the house.

Trench 6
Trench 6 targeted a long rectangular building visible as an earthwork platform on the 
edge of the terracing, c.50m south-east of the entrance to Bradgate House (Fig. 9).

Fig. 9. Southern end of Trench 6 looking west, showing the southern wall of the 
building, the internal floor with incorporated drain, the possible western extension  

to the building and the external cobbled surfaces. © ULAS.
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Removal of the topsoil exposed a wall line running east–west along the southern 
edge of the trench, returning northwards for c.2m in the south-west corner. To the north 
of the wall an internal cobbled stone floor extended part way along its length. On the 
northern side of the floor, parallel lines of larger stones, slightly raised above the floor 
level, acted as a shallow drain. This terminated c.2.5m east of the west wall, where 
a line of large uneven stones ran perpendicular to the south wall. Further truncated 
flooring, of a cruder construction, was recorded immediately west, suggesting that the 
building had been extended on this side. No clear dating was recovered from the wall 
or the floors, although re-used brick was recorded within their fabric.

A shallow robber trench continued the line of the wall; the north-west corner of 
the building was marked by a large in-situ stone. The northern side of the building 
was marked by a shallow robber trench, in-filled with soil that had silted in from 
the northern side of the wall. This soil contained finds ranging in date between the 
sixteenth and the later eighteenth century, spanning the period of occupation at 
Bradgate House. The soil directly overlaid a rough, irregular stone deposit that is 
either the remnants of a surface or the terracing material for Bradgate House. The 
robber trench suggested that the building has been partially cut into this deposit 
(and presumably the soil above) so that it could be constructed on a flat platform. 
The projected dimensions of the building measured c.20m × c.6m, forming a long 
rectangular structure.

To the south and west of the building, further surface cobbling was exposed. 
Close to the south-west corner of the building, clear cambering was recorded that 
included a shallow drain which appeared to run diagonally away from the building. 
Evaluative slots showed that the surface continued beneath a layer of homogenous 
silt located underneath both phases of internal flooring, suggesting that it pre-dated 
the building. No dating evidence was recovered to confirm this, although the robber 
trench did truncate a large dump of building material on the western side of the 
trench that also overlaid the surface, and contained material that dated to the late 
fifteenth to seventeenth century.

Trench 6 has therefore probably located the narrow two-storey building depicted 
outside Bradgate House on Nicholas Kiddiar’s map of 1746. A structure of similar 
style and date exists at Godophin House in Cornwall, and has been interpreted as a 
building for housing carriages and tethering horses. 

Brooksby Quarry (SK 655 155) Adam Clapton, Wayne Jarvis,  
Matthew Beamish, Lynden Cooper

Monitoring of soil stripping within Phase 11 in the west of the quarry in the summer 
of 2015, led to the identification of areas of Iron Age and Saxon occupation.

Features containing Early Saxon pottery were located in the south of the phase 
(SK 66970 15020 – centre), near the base of a gentle south-facing slope some 60m 
north of the current course of the Rearsby Brook. Higher up the slope and within 
or immediately adjacent to a 70m wide corridor, clearly defined by ditches, were the 
remains of an Iron Age settlement (SK 66940 15170 – centre). A number of round-
houses, enclosures, ditch partitions and pit features were recorded. Clear rebuilding 
of some of the structures was recorded.
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The south-west to north-east alignment of the settlement area adds a western 
projection to areas of Iron Age and some Romano-British settlement previously 
located on the site (Fig. 10). These have included an extensive area of settlement 
identified by geophysical survey prior to the start of the development and 
subsequently removed from the quarry area, on the top of the interfluvial ridge to 
the north of the quarry, and a series of small isolated enclosures and areas of open 
settlement located variously across the south-facing slope. 

Eighty-seven Lower Palaeolithic artefacts were recovered from the quarry during 
2015, of which 82 came from the rejects heap including flakes, cores, chopper cores 
and a hand axe. Fine-grained silt and sand units of the Brooksby deposits were 
identified below the coarser grained Thurmaston member across areas of the quarry 
floor, within the incised channel of the River Bytham at a height of around 59m OD 
in phases 9 and 10. Deposits were recorded and checked for the presence of any 
artefactual evidence and environmental samples were taken from a number of areas. 
No primary in-situ evidence of human occupation was identified.

Fig. 10. Areas of Iron Age and Roman settlement discovered during quarrying at 
Brooksby in relation to similarly dated cropmarks to the north. © ULAS.
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Broughton Astley, Broughton Way (SP 5331 9310) Tim Higgins

Following geophysical survey and trial trench evaluation, excavations were 
undertaken by ULAS from August to October 2015, in advance of a mixed-use 
residential development and a food store on behalf of Jelson Ltd. The focus of the 
excavation was on land to the east of Broughton Way, where a total of c.9,760m2 

was stripped and recorded.
The excavation revealed a large sub-rectangular enclosure with two internal 

annexes, along with a large number of internal post-holes, possible storage pits 
and potential small enclosure features (Fig. 11). The alignment and arrangement 
of some of the post-holes suggest potential structures. Some of the pits displayed 
near vertical sides and were thought to be possible storage pits. The upper part 
of a beehive quern and other possible quern stones were found within these pits. 

Fig. 11. Plan of the Iron Age enclosure at Broughton Astley showing the overall 
organisation of features within the enclosure and the location of possible entrances.  

© ULAS.
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An internal ditch that appears to be sub-dividing the enclosure was thought to be 
the original southern extent of the enclosure. This ditch was back-filled and a new 
southern extension appears to have been added. Some of the other ditches had been 
recut and cleared, while another new phase of ditches had been excavated, closing 
off what were thought to be former entrances on the eastern side. The arrangement 
and number of internal features suggest that the farmstead was perhaps a short-
lived settlement. However, there appears to be some truncation by ploughing and 
therefore further interpretation is limited. A large number of Iron Age pottery sherds 
was also found within the various features. X.A162.2012.

Burbage, 24a Britannia Road (SP 44103 92017) Roger Kipling

An archaeological strip, map and sample excavation and watching brief were 
undertaken by ULAS in October 2015 on land at 24a Britannia Road. The fieldwork 
was undertaken in order to mitigate the impact of a residential development and 
associated access road. 

The work revealed archaeological remains of ditches, a gully and post-hole, 
although none were dated. Previous archaeological fieldwork undertaken immediately 
south of the present development revealed evidence for ditched Romano-British field 
systems, and it is possible that the two undated ditches identified in the present 
excavation formed part of the same network. X.A112.2015.

Coalville, 138 Bardon Road (SK 4383 1326) Paul Clements,  
James Fairclough

A detailed magnetometer survey, by MOLA Northampton for Keepmoat Homes, on 
land to the rear of 138 Bardon Road identified probable ditches of archaeological 
significance, and medieval ridge and furrow cultivation. The trial trench evaluation 
recorded the base of a truncated urned cremation burial most likely of middle 
Bronze Age date, a curvilinear gully, possibly part of a roundhouse ring ditch of 
the middle–late Iron Age, and a modern boundary ditch, but no remnant furrows. 
X.A21.2015.

Coalville, land off Frearson Road (SK 54304 08172) Martina Tenzer

A targeted area of excavation was undertaken by Wessex Archaeology on behalf of 
CgMs Consulting on land off Frearson Road, Coalville. The excavation confirmed 
the presence of a substantial south-west to north-east aligned enclosure ditch and 
internal ring gully, as predicted by a previous geophysical survey. Middle Iron 
Age pottery and a beehive rotary quern were recovered from within the stone 
foundations of the ring gully, interpreted as the robbed out remains of a roundhouse 
(Fig. 12). The stone-footed roundhouse was superseded by later phases of ring gully 
on the same footprint. The latest phase of ring gully construction was a slightly 
oval structure with a realigned south-east-facing entranceway. An ancillary structure 
was located 5m to the north and represented by a further ring gully of oval shape. 
This feature was not identified on the geophysical survey, probably due to the very 
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similar nature of the natural geology and fills of the features. These oval-shaped 
gullies may relate to stock management enclosures rather than roundhouses.

The relationship of these buildings with the enclosure is uncertain, but as the 
enclosure ditch did not contain any evidence of settlement activity it is suggested 
that the ring gully and main enclosure ditches originate from different phases of 
activity. An alternate view would be that the localised deposition of finds identified 
on site may be the result of deliberate deposition within a significant setting, such 
as a ring gully terminal, and the various phases of ring gully and enclosure are of 
a similar date. The enclosure ditch extended beyond the limits of excavation, but 
was rectangular in plan with two visible entrances; one in each of the northern and 
southern sides of the enclosure. Two distinct phases for the southern side of the 
enclosure were identified.

Fig. 12. Concentration of stonework, including a rotary quernstone, from the roundhouse 
ring gully. © Wessex Archaeology.
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The environmental remains from the site are characteristic of general settlement 
waste and activities, and indicative of a farmstead set within grassland, field margins 
and arable environments. The value of this site lies largely in its contribution to 
mapping and understanding the local settlement pattern during the middle Iron Age. 
X.A75.2015.

Coleorton, land at Country House, Sydney Lane Stephen Baker 
(SP 40394 17388)

ULAS carried out an archaeological evaluation by trial trenching on land at 
Country House, Coleorton in June 2015. The work was undertaken as part of an 
archaeological impact assessment in advance of proposed residential development. 
The evaluation revealed a series of undated and post-medieval ditches, gullies 
and pits. These features possibly represent the remains of post-medieval coal 
mining activity around the village and disturbance from recent nineteenth-century 
demolition in the vicinity. No other significant archaeological deposits were 
identified. X.A66.2015.

Cossington, Cossington Primary School, Main Street Andrew Hyam 
(SK 60532 13779)

A three-trial trench evaluation was undertaken by ULAS on land east of Cossington 
Church of England Primary School, Main Street, Cossington, in advance of a 
proposed new school building. One archaeological feature, a pit containing pottery 
dating from the twelfth–fourteenth century, was identified. This probably indicates 
backyard activity for medieval properties, which would have fronted on to Main 
Street. X.A82.2015.

Countesthorpe, Willoughby Road (SP 57480 95150) Laurence Savage

Three trial trenches were excavated on land off Willoughby Road, Countesthorpe 
by Wessex Archaeology on behalf of CgMs Consulting. A single linear feature was 
excavated; environmental samples from this feature contained the remains of emmer 
and spelt wheat. No finds were recovered. It is suggested that the feature may form 
part of an Iron Age field system, probably associated with a known mid- to late-Iron 
Age farmstead located to the east of the site. X.A25.2015.

Desford, Kirkby Road (SK 472 028) Sam Egan

An evaluation targeted various magnetic anomalies. The trenches revealed four 
linear ditches, all undated. X.A8.2015.

Enderby, Leicester Lane (SP 5483 9942) Roger Kipling

An archaeological fieldwalking survey was undertaken by ULAS in January 2015 on 
land at Leicester Lane, Enderby. The fieldwork was undertaken as part of a combined 
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programme of geophysical and fieldwalking survey, in advance of proposed mixed 
commercial and residential development. The fieldwalking produced a small 
assemblage of Roman, medieval and post-medieval pottery, in addition to several 
later prehistoric worked flints, suggesting the possible presence of Roman and/or 
medieval remains on site. X.A10.2015.

Enderby, Soar Valley Way (SP 554 998) Roger Kipling

An archaeological excavation was undertaken between May and August 2015 by 
ULAS on behalf of Everards Ltd, in response to the granting of outline planning 
permission for a mixed use development on the site. Work proceeded from an 
archaeological evaluation conducted in 2012, which provided evidence for livestock-
based agricultural activity and possible on-site occupation during the transitional 
late prehistoric/early Roman period.

Excavation was undertaken in two stages, initially consisting of the machine 
excavation of nine trial trenches targeting the cropmarks, geophysical survey and 
blank areas not previously investigated in the 2012 evaluation. 

Preceding from this, in consultation with the Archaeological Planning Officer 
from the Planning Authority, two open areas were machine stripped, the larger 
of the two targeting possible stock enclosures to the east, and a second, smaller 
area in the south-west corner aiming to investigate a potential settlement focus. 
Subsequently, the discovery of the Iron Age pit alignment necessitated the extension 
of the larger area west and south, in order to link up with the second and form a 
single area totalling c.1.235ha.

Results (Fig. 13)

Pit Alignment
The earliest archaeological activity on the site was represented by a grouping of 
around 60 shallow early Iron Age pits traced along the western edge of excavation, 
forming a single, 200m line heading south across the site from its northern boundary, 
before angling to the south-west and exiting the site at its south-west corner. Pit 
alignments are associated with landscape subdivision during the later prehistoric 
period, and as such are likely to form part of a wider network of settlements 
and interlinking ditches and trackways, as have been revealed by archaeological 
excavation in the immediate area.

Field Boundaries and/or Stock Enclosures and Quarry Pits
The northern and eastern excavation area was occupied by a series of late Iron 
Age and/or early Roman ditches running from the west to converge on several ill-
defined circular enclosures, perhaps representing small animal stock enclosures or 
pens. Subsequently, Roman sand or gravel quarrying in this area was represented 
by several substantial pits cut down into the natural water table, the resultant 
waterlogged nature of which enabled a small pair or likely children’s leather shoes 
to survive.
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Enclosure
The south-west corner of the excavation was occupied by an elongated rectangular 
enclosure measuring approximately 52m × 18m, as defined by a single ditch, and 
with a possible internal ditched subdivision and twin entrances on the southern side. 
A number of fragmentary, plough-truncated ditches, gullies and two possible hearths 
hint at internal occupation. Pottery from certain of these features suggests an early 
Roman date for the enclosure. The close spatial relationship between the enclosure 
and the pit alignment is of interest, and appears to demonstrate contemporaneity. 

Watering Hole(s) and Trackway
A gravel-metalled road or trackway occupied the south-west corner of the excavation, 
measuring c.5m–6m wide, aligned north-west–west to south–south-south-east  

Fig. 13. Plan of the excavations at Enderby. © ULAS.
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and running parallel with the southern side of the enclosure. The track may have 
provided access to the Fosse Way Roman road which lies a short distance to the west, 
and appeared contemporary with three substantial flanking circular pit-like features.

At least two of these substantial features, with open bowl-like profiles and 
cut down into the natural water table, are likely to have served as watering holes 
for livestock, as suggested by their gently sloping sides, coupled with evidence for 
stabilisation of their sand and gravel sides with rubble and reveting timber posts. 
The waterlogged, organic-rich deposits, at the base of the larger, western pit, 
served to preserve a shield of composite construction (Fig. 14). The shield was 
constructed from layers of bark. A central boss was formed from coils of stitched 
nettle fibres. Radiocarbon dates of 2245BP ± 29 (Boss SUERC-66150) and 2253 ± 
29 (Bark SUERC-66149) are statistically consistent, and indicate that the shield was 
constructed between 390 and 350 cal BC (32.6 per cent probability), or 310 and 
200 cal BC (62.8 per cent probability).

Fig. 14. The bark shield prior to lifting. The inner face is exposed: the central cut out 
behind the woven boss in the centre of the object. © ULAS.
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Pottery recovered from these features, including the complete base of a single 
vessel, indicates that they were out of use and being used for the disposal of domestic 
refuse by the earlier Roman period. X.A33.2012.

Enderby, Everards Brewery, Soar Valley Way (SK 55544 00033) Martina Tenzer

Five evaluation trenches were excavated at Everards Brewery by Wessex Archaeology 
for Quod Ltd, on behalf of Next Retail Ltd, Everards Brewery Ltd and Fosse Park 
West LP. The site has been impacted to a depth of 2.5m by landscaping in the 
1980s. A series of closely spaced linear features were interpreted as wheel ruts from 
the use of heavy machinery at that time. A hedgerow corresponding with historic 
mapping was excavated. Two additional linear features contained post-medieval 
material and were roughly parallel with boundaries shown on historic mapping, 
and probably represent part of a contemporary field system or drainage. There was 
no evidence to suggest that buried remains associated with the Iron Age/Roman 
cropmark features to the south of the site extend into the proposed development 
area. X.A49.2015.

Great Bowden, land off Dingley Road (SP 7481 8883) Dale Trimble

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Witham Archaeology 
on land off Dingley Road, Great Bowden, in response to development proposals. 
The site is located immediately beyond the eastern outskirts of the village, just 150m 
east of the historic core as defined by the parish church of St Peter and St Paul. Prior 
to the trial trenching, an Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment and earthwork 
survey of the site were undertaken. These demonstrated that earthworks of probable 
medieval date are located on the eastern part of the site, and that sites of Roman, late 
Saxon and early medieval date are known in the area. The earliest pottery identified 
during the evaluation dates to the late Iron Age, although it is uncertain whether 
any of the features revealed in the trenches date to this period. Saxo-Norman, early 
medieval and medieval finds were recovered, but mainly from within features also 
containing post medieval artefacts, the latter concentrating within the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. Most of the features recorded comprised ditches, many of 
which followed similar alignments to the linear hollows recorded within the area of 
earthworks to the east of the area of investigation. These, and the ditches recorded 
during the evaluation, may be part of the same system of rectilinear enclosures or 
paddocks located at the edge of the village, but outside the main area of settlement. 
An origin in the medieval period is possible, but there is no definitive evidence for 
this. The presence of substantial quantities of post-medieval tile suggests demolition 
of a post-medieval building, possibly located close to the site. 

Great Glen, land off London Road (SP 65140 98090) Patrick Daniel

Twelve trial trenches were excavated on land off London Road, Great Glen by 
Wessex Archaeology, on behalf of CgMs Consulting. The majority of trenches were 
positioned to prospect for archaeological remains sealed beneath well-preserved 
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ridge and furrow earthworks that occupy much of the site. A ditch of probable 
middle Iron Age date was found, with finds suggesting contemporary occupation in 
or near the site. Across three trenches, an archaeological horizon of unknown but 
potentially prehistoric date was identified. A probable pit containing heat-affected 
stone, an associated charcoal-enriched spread containing struck flint, a potentially 
natural gully containing struck flint and faunal remains, and a small, artefactually 
sterile pit, were excavated. More recent remains include a modern drainage feature 
corresponding with and accounting for a prominent east–west aligned geophysical 
anomaly, earthwork and vegetation mark, a linear ditch corresponding with a tree 
line depicted on historic mapping and a probable cow burial. Deep deposits of 
clay, up to 2m thick, were encountered in the southern part of the site, which were 
tentatively interpreted as fills of a palaeochannel. X.A85.2015.

Hinckley, St Marys Road (SP 4276 9376) Tim Higgins

Following a trial trench evaluation, excavations were undertaken by ULAS from 
May to June 2015 within the grounds of the Vicarage, St Mary’s Road Hinckley, 
in advance of a new residential development comprising sheltered housing (Fig. 
15). The excavations revealed evidence of medieval settlement activity, represented 
by possible timber buildings, cobbled yard surfaces and pond features. The timber 
structures appear to have been short lived and date to the eleventh to twelfth 
century. The site may have been associated with St Mary’s Priory located directly to 
the north of the site. The Priory was founded by the Benedictine Order before 1209 
and was believed to have been closed by the early 1400s. The possible fishponds 
believed to be associated with the Priory are thought to be recorded as earthworks 
on the Robinson’s Plan, dated 1782. They are depicted to the west, south and east of 
the Priory site. The potential pond features excavated on this site were periodically 
cleared, but were allowed to fill with a final phase of silt, which perhaps dates to 
the period after the Priory was closed. The site remained as open land during the 
post-medieval period, and what remained of the pond features were backfilled and 
the ground levelled by the seventeenth to eighteenth centuries. Several worked stone 
fragments were found on the surface within the site and are thought to be associated 
with the rebuilding of St Marys church in the nineteenth century. X.A36.2012.

Hinckley, Wykin Road, Wykin Hall Farm (SP 4050 9456) Jonathan Elston

Trial trenching at Hinckley West by MOLA Northampton, on behalf of Bloor 
Homes, recorded a Roman enclosure system of first to second century AD date, and 
remnant furrows of medieval ridge and furrow cultivation, as well as two undated 
ditches and gullies. X.A32.2015.

Houghton on the Hill, Winckley Close (SK 674 036) Olly Dindol

A detailed magnetometer survey of land to the rear of Winckley Close, by MOLA 
Northampton, detected possible archaeological anomalies which may represent 
parts of an Iron Age or Roman enclosure. However, the interpretation is hindered 
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by intense magnetic interference from a modern gas pipe. Medieval or early post-
medieval ridge and furrow were also detected. X.A130.2015.

Husbands Bosworth, Welford Road (SP 6422 8389) Iain Leslie, Mike Luke 

During October and November 2015, Albion Archaeology carried out an 
archaeological excavation in advance of residential development on land to the 
east of Welford Road, at the southern edge of Husbands Bosworth. The work was 
commissioned by CgMs Consulting Ltd on behalf of Davidsons Developments Ltd.

Fig. 15. Plan of the St Mary’s Road excavations showing ponds in relation to timber 
structures and stone yard surfaces. © ULAS.
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Evaluation by geophysical survey (Stratascan in 2014) and trial trenching 
(MOLA in February 2015) identified an undated enclosure, along with possible post-
medieval and modern ditches. The excavation area was focused on the enclosure. 
Five main phases of activity were identified (Fig. 16), which produced a notably 
small finds assemblage comprising 75 (301g) small sherds of mostly undiagnostic 
Iron Age pottery and 4g of animal bone, along with fragments of fired clay, coal, 
brick and clay pipe. Despite metal detecting, no metal artefacts were found during 
the archaeological investigations. 

Phase 1 was characterised by partially enclosed settlement. This comprised a 
curvilinear/sinuous ‘domestic’ enclosure, an integral small D-shaped enclosure, four 
roundhouses (all under 10m in diameter), a cluster of post-holes and an alignment of 
pits. Three of the roundhouses (one of which was a replacement for an earlier structure) 
were arranged adjacent to the north-west boundary of the domestic enclosure. The 
NW–SE alignment of seven pits, spaced c.1–2m apart, extended for 20m and truncated 
an earlier small gully to the west. An early–middle Iron Age date is suggested on the 
basis of the pottery assemblage and comparison with other similar sites.

Phase 2 was characterised by the rectilinear enclosure identified during the 
evaluation. Three of its sides were exposed within the excavation area; it was c.35m 
wide and more than 40m long. It was defined by a substantial ditch which had been 
recut at least once with an entrance on the north-east side. The earlier enclosure ditch 
did not respect this entrance, suggesting an original entrance elsewhere or the use of 
some form of bridge. The south-west side of the enclosure followed the line of the Phase 
1 pits, with the ditch truncating the pits and turning north-east at the point at which 
the alignment appeared to stop. The only features identified within the enclosure were 
two small pits and eight post-holes which may represent two four-post ‘granaries’. A 
linear boundary extended from the north-east corner of the enclosure, with a parallel 
boundary identified c.30m to the north. The pottery assemblage, in combination 
with the morphology of the enclosure and evidence of landscape continuity from the 
previous phase, suggests a probable middle–late Iron Age date. 

Phase 3 was characterised by a rectilinear enclosure system, aligned approximately 
NW–SE. The deposits within the ditches were sterile and no datable artefacts were 
recovered. However, the absence of hulled wheat, but the presence of rye, free-
threshing wheat and hulled barley within environmental samples taken from the 
ditches, suggest a post-Roman date – an interpretation supported by the alignment 
of the enclosure system, which corresponds with the Phase 4 furrows along with 
historical and existing field boundaries to the east.

Phase 4 (not illustrated) represents medieval activity. At the western limit of the 
excavation area, several heavily truncated probable furrows were identified; the 
geophysical survey and trial trenching also identified others to the north-east of the 
excavation area. All furrows within the excavation area were aligned NW–SE. 

Phase 5 was also characterised by a NW–SE aligned rectilinear enclosure. Its 
constituent ditches produced post-medieval/modern brick; they probably represent 
recent field boundaries similar to ones to the east that were visible on maps as 
recently as 1962. 

After completion of the archaeological investigations, a small number of artefacts 
were recovered from disturbed topsoil in the vicinity of the excavation area by a 
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Fig. 16. The main phases of activity from Welford Road. © Albion Archaeology.
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metal-detectorist. The objects included four silver strap ends (Trewhiddle style A1) 
of eighth to tenth century date and two William I pennies.

In summary, the excavations identified a previously unknown prehistoric 
settlement, along with a post-Roman enclosure system and post-medieval/modern 
field boundaries. X.A14.2015. 

Kibworth Beauchamp, land at Smeeton Road Cotswold Archaeology 
(SP 6819 9361)

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology in October 
2015 on land at Smeeton Road, Kibworth Beauchamp. The fieldwork comprised 
six trial trenches and the work was carried out in response to plans for residential 
development of the site. Archaeological interest in the site derives from its location 
within Kibworth Beauchamp’s historic village core. Archaeological investigations 
undertaken to the immediate east of the site have revealed activity dating to the 
tenth–twelfth centuries, believed to be peripheral to the main medieval settlement 
located to the north.

The evaluation recorded evidence for medieval activity within the north-eastern 
part of the site in the form of two boundary ditches. A series of late post-medieval 
and modern plot boundaries or drainage ditches were also revealed, some of which 
are depicted on twentieth-century maps of the area. A modern pit and an undated 
post-hole were also identified.

The features identified during the evaluation are broadly contemporary with 
those recorded during excavation to the immediate east of the site, which were 
interpreted as the remains of enclosures and boundary features, associated with 
medieval and post-medieval properties fronting onto the High Street. 

Kibworth Beauchamp, land off Wentworth Close Patrick Daniel 
(SP 68790 93430)

Twelve evaluation trenches were excavated by Wessex Archaeology for CgMs 
Consulting on land off Wentworth Close, Kibworth. The majority of trenches were 
positioned to prospect for archaeological remains sealed beneath well-preserved 
ridge and furrow earthworks. A Romano-British ditch not visible on the geophysical 
survey was sealed by ridge and furrow. It seems likely that this ditch is associated 
with the Romano-British ditches recorded during the construction of the Weir Road 
estate in 1965. Two small sub-circular pits were also excavated, neither of which 
produced any finds. X.A139.2015.

Kibworth Harcourt, east of Warwick Road (SP 673 941) John Walford, 
Paul Clements

Detailed magnetometer survey and trial trench evaluation on land east of Warwick 
Road was carried out by MOLA Northampton for Manor Oak Homes. There was 
a series of enclosures lying either side of a track or droveway; two pottery sherds 
of late Iron Age and Roman date came from an enclosure ditch terminal. These 
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remains are largely overlain by ridge and furrow cultivation of medieval to early 
post-medieval date. X.A77.2015.

Kibworth Harcourt, west of Warwick Road (SP 672 945) Adam Meadows,  
Gemma Hewitt

Detailed magnetometer survey and trial trench evaluation west of Warwick Road 
was carried out by MOLA Northampton for Manor Oak Homes. Pottery dated to 
the late Iron Age and Roman periods, through to the fourth century AD, came from 
enclosure ditches and pits. Remnant furrows of medieval to early post-medieval 
ridge and furrow was also recorded. X.A78.2015, OASIS: molanort1-227266, 
evaluation 228605.

Kirby Muxloe, St Bartholemews Church, Main Street Tim Higgins 
(SK 52072 04658)

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by ULAS during groundworks for 
new drainage prior to installation of a single-storey extension to provide kitchen and 
W.C. facilities at the St Bartholomew’s Church, Kirby Muxloe. The groundworks 
revealed three modern brick-lined graves or vaults within the former churchyard. 
All contained inhumations that were located above the extension formation 
levels. A total of six coffin burials and one cremation urn was exhumed. Three 
additional cremation urns were also revealed during the area strip and all burials 
were later re-interned within the churchyard. No other archaeologically significant 
finds or evidence for earlier structures were encountered during the course of the 
archaeological attendance. X.A43.2014.

Lockington, Ratcliffe Lane (SK 4820 2830) James Patrick

An archaeological field evaluation by trial trenching was carried out by ULAS on 
land at Lockington Quarry Extension phases 6 and 8. This was commissioned by 
Tarmac Trading Ltd in advance of continuing sand and gravel extraction.

The evaluation area consisted of a rectangular parcel of generally flat and low-
lying arable land. A north-west to south-east aligned hedgerow separates Phases 6 
to the south-west and 8, the slightly larger field, to the north-east. 

The trenches targeted features shown by various survey methods, including 
geophysical anomalies, cropmarks, LIDAR survey and field walking, and also 
included trenching to test ‘blank areas’.

In total, 69 trenches were positioned across the two fields. In Phase 8, many 
trenches targeted palaeochannels associated with discrete raised gravel terraces, 
including a larger terrace where there was potential for archaeological remains. 

Twenty of the trenches contained archaeological remains. The other 49 were 
either completely empty, or contained geological features such as tree throw pits, 
palaeochannels and tree clearance burning. In Trench 36 a palaeochannel was located 
adjacent to a feature which contained fire-cracked stones of possible Neolithic/
Bronze-Age date. Scattered tree clearance burning associated with palaeochannel 
areas and burnt mounds were present within Trenches 18, 19 and 20.
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While the fieldwalking survey showing flint/burnt stones within the topsoil, flint 
was only present in two trenches. A concentration of Neolithic pottery and flint was 
present in a pit in Trench 62 Phase 8. 

In Phase 6 a series of probable enclosure ditches, connected with Romano-British 
field system ditches and occasional post-holes, were located. All the features had 
been heavily truncated by ploughing. X.A96.2015.

Lutterworth, north-west of Magna Parkland (SP 5002 8606) Olly Dindol

A fieldwalking survey on 21 fields, comprising c.218ha north-west of Magna Park, 
was carried out by MOLA Northampton for CgMs Consulting. Two areas of interest 
were noted: a scatter of Roman pottery and a small spread of pottery of sixteenth–
seventeenth century date south of Bittesby House. X.A141.2014.

Melton Mowbray, Kirby Lane (SK 752 173) John Walford

In 2008, Northamptonshire Archaeology conducted a magnetometer survey south 
of Kirby Lane, revealing two settlement sites of probable Iron Age to Roman date. 
In 2015, MOLA Northampton, the successor to Northamptonshire Archaeology, 
was commissioned to survey additional areas of land, largely contiguous to the 
original survey area. This second phase of work mapped a continuation of one of 
the settlement sites, as well as detecting further ridge and furrow, and other minor 
features. X.A58.2008.

Melton Mowbray, land north of St Bartholemews Way Stratascan 
(SK 739 212)

Stratascan were commissioned to undertake a geophysical survey of an area north 
of St Bartholemews Way, Melton Mowbray that has been outlined for residential 
development. The survey formed part of an archaeological investigation being 
undertaken by ULAS.

A detailed gradiometry survey was conducted over approximately 4.5ha of 
grassland. The survey has identified an area of settlement activity in the north and 
enclosures in the south-east that share a similar alignment. It is thought that these 
anomalies are Romano-British rather than related to the adjacent medieval site of 
Sysonby Grange. A small number of other possible archaeological anomalies were 
also identified; however, these could equally relate to modern agricultural activity. 
Areas of ridge and furrow cultivation across the site suggest that the area has been 
used for agricultural purposes since the medieval period.

New Lubbesthorpe (SK 31 017) Wayne Jarvis

Two phases of archaeological field evaluation were carried out by ULAS on land 
at New Lubbesthorpe in advance of a proposed mixed use development. The first 
phase consisting of 91 trenches targeted residential areas, a local centre and school, 
together with nine balancing ponds and the proposed bridge works access road to the 
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east. The majority of the trenches were negative, but prehistoric activity, including 
two Middle Bronze Age cremations and some Iron Age features, was identified in 
the central part of the evaluation area. Occasional residual flint finds were recovered 
from the ploughsoil. These were predominantly of Neolithic–Bronze Age date, 
although one piece is probably Lower Palaeolithic. A few sherds of Roman pottery 
were also recovered.

The second phase of evaluation consisted of 18 trenches targeting other areas 
of the proposed development site. Further prehistoric activity was identified in the 
eastern part of the evaluation area. This consisted of linear features, pits and post-
holes associated with a small amount of pottery and worked flint, and evidence for 
burning in the form of charcoal and much heat-cracked stone. X.A112.2011.

Odstone, Odstone Barn, Hall Road (SK 39282 07836) James Patrick

An archaeological field evaluation was carried out by ULAS as part of the planning 
condition for the conversion of an agricultural barn to an entertainment room, 
ancillary to the main dwelling and a swimming pool at Odstone Barn. The work was 
undertaken in November 2015 and comprised a single 10m-long trench adjacent 
to the barn. Although the evaluation trench was relatively small, it contained 
archaeological features dating from the Iron Age to the medieval period, including 
a possible roundhouse eaves-drip gully, ditches dating to the Late Iron Age/early 
Roman period and a heavily truncated medieval pit. Although interpretation within 
such a small area is difficult, the archaeological features could represent a field 
system and settlement over several phases. The medieval pit was very shallow and 
its function remains unknown. X.A122.2015.

Quorn, land at Meynell Road (SK 56365 17115) Nathan Flavell

An archaeological evaluation consisting of six trenches was carried out on land 
at Meynell Road, Quorn by ULAS in August 2015. The work was carried out on 
behalf of Leicestershire County Council in advance of the proposed re-development 
of the site. The work revealed a single undated gully, of unknown function, across 
two of the trenches; otherwise, the remainder of the area was blank. X.A88.2015.

Ravenstone, Church Lane (SK 4033 1389) Caroline Rann

Archaeology Warwickshire carried out a strip, map and sample excavation at 
land off Church Lane Ravenstone, Coalville on behalf of Cameron Homes, where 
previous trial trenching had identified an area of potential medieval settlement 
remains. Property boundary divisions dating from the thirteenth/fourteenth 
centuries, including part of a stone wall, were found which related to settlement 
along Church Street. Contemporary back plot activity was represented by a variety 
of pits. A late medieval enclosure or property boundary and two nineteenth-century 
boundaries were found on a similar alignment.

Roman period activity was represented by a single post-hole from which pottery 
was recovered during the evaluation. X.A140.2014.
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Rothley, Loughborough Road (SK 58865 12255) Gavin Speed

ULAS carried out an archaeological investigation on land to the west of 
Loughborough Road, Rothley towards the end of 2015. The excavation revealed 
significant archaeological evidence, consisting of Neolithic activity, a Bronze Age 
cremation barrow with associated burials, Iron Age field systems and an Anglo-
Saxon inhumation cemetery (Fig. 17). 

The site lies adjacent to an important Neolithic settlement excavated in 2010 
(Speed 2015). Broadly contemporary activity was represented by a stone axe found 
in the backfilled barrow ditch, and a near complete ‘Peterborough Ware’ pottery 
vessel located in a pit close to the barrow. The Bronze Age barrow measured over 
30m in diameter. The mound did not survive ploughing; only the surrounding ditch 
survived. Cremation burials were found close to the sub-circular ditches. 

By the Iron Age the barrow mound had partly eroded and its ditches had silted 
up, but much of the mound may have remained as an upstanding earthwork, 
creating a landmark in the local landscape. During this period a large rectangular 

Fig. 17. The excavation area at Rothley, showing all archaeological features. © ULAS.
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enclosure ditch was constructed, partly along the alignment of the barrow ditch and 
avoiding the central area of the mound. The area was utilised as enclosed fields, with 
an entrance-way on the east-side directly on the mound, with a busy pit area behind 
the mound on the west-side.

Much later in the early Anglo-Saxon period, the barrow became the focus 
for a small inhumation cemetery. The barrow mound contained six burials, one 
burial lay over the backfilled ditch, and the immediate surrounding area contained 
a further five inhumation burials. The acidic soils had destroyed virtually all 
evidence of the bodies, apart from some teeth and tiny bone fragments. However, 
accompanying the bodies in some graves were metal objects – spears, knives, a 
spike, an annular brooch and remains of a shield (boss and studs). A complete 
pottery vessel was also located in one grave. Post-excavation analysis is underway. 
XA.111.2016. 

Reference

Speed, G., 2015 ‘Neolithic Settlement and Special Deposits at Temple Grange, 
Rothley, Leicestershire’, TLAHS 89, 1–36.

Sapcote, land west of Stanton Road (SP 489 939) Matthew Beamish, 
James Harvey, Andrew Hyam

ULAS carried out an archaeological investigation on land west of Stanton Road, 
Sapcote in February 2015. Previous based assessment indicated that the site 
contained faint ridge and furrow earthworks, as well as later features associated 
with former granite quarrying activity. A Topographic and Historic Photographic 
Survey of these heritage assets was undertaken to fulfil a condition of planning 
permission prior to residential development of the site. 

The topographic survey recorded faint traces of eroded ridge and furrow on the 
site, and a subsequent LiDAR study was undertaken in order to clarify the results. 
The survey also recorded evidence of early twentieth-century quarry workings, 
including a wagonway and two large spoil heaps.

The Historic Building Survey studied an isolated concrete-built shed located to 
the east of the wagonway. The industrial-style building was well-built with stop-
chamfered corners. It also appears to be associated with the quarry works and may 
have served as a possible explosives or detonator store. The date of construction is 
likely to be in the first half of the twentieth century. X.A17.2015.

Shawell, Shawell Quarry Extension (SP 5354 8179) Adam Clapton

An archaeological fieldwalking survey was carried out by ULAS on land at 
Shawell Quarry Fields Farm Extension in December 2014. Ground conditions for 
fieldwalking in field 2 were poor due to advanced crop growth obscuring the ground 
surface, but were adequate in fields 3 and 4 where the crop was less advanced. 
The survey revealed a small quantity of medieval and post-medieval pottery, with a 
larger amount of more modern sherds also present. X.A154.2014.
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Shearsby, Yeoman Cottage (SP 6231 9094) Andy Moir

A dendrochronology survey was carried out at Yeoman Cottage, Shearsby by Tree-
Ring Services. Yeoman Cottage is thought to have sixteenth-century origins, but 
the building is unusual in that the majority of timbers show evidence of re-use. 
Some early features appear to survive, including a full front jetty, moulded jetty 
posts, cambered tie-beams and some re-used smoke-blackened curved wind-braces. 
The building otherwise contains features consistent with a sixteenth-century 
three-bay central-chimney house. The wall-framing has two tiers of small square 
panels on each floor, with straight bracing. The roof is gabled and of queen strut 
construction, with a ridge purlin. It has staggered trenched purlins, with straight 
wind-braces.

Measured tree-ring series from three of the 11 timbers sampled are matched 
together to form an 89-year site chronology, which is dated to span AD 1364 to 
AD 1452. Due to the possibility of re-use of timbers from another building, the 
dating of just three timbers can provide only tentative evidence that construction 
of Yeoman Cottage occurred in AD 1453, or soon after. However, the late stylistic 
features of the building suggest that the majority of reconstruction is likely to have 
occurred much later in the seventeenth century, possibly in AD 1669, the date which 
is inscribed on the front gable.

Sheepy Magna, land at Park House, Main Road Wayne Jarvis 
(SK 32497 01111)

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken in April 2015 by ULAS on 
land at Park House, 62 Main Road, Sheepy Magna. The fieldwork was undertaken 
in response to a planning application for residential development of the site. The 
work identified a series of archaeological features within the trenches. Most of 
these could be attributed to very recent disturbance, producing modern brick from 
loose fills. However, two east–west boundary or field ditches were identified which 
produced material of sixteenth–seventeenth century date, along with one sherd of 
probably residual medieval pottery. A sample from the lower fill of one of the ditches 
indicated that it was waterlogged with evidence for hedgerow species. In addition to 
these features, a pair of undated linear features were exposed. These were wide and 
shallow, ran broadly east–west on a slightly different alignment to the late boundary 
features, and are probably unrelated. X.A41.2015.

Sibson, land at Twycross Road (SK 35574 00768) Stephen Baker

ULAS carried out an archaeological evaluation by trial trenching on land at 
Twycross Road, Sibson, as part of an archaeological impact assessment in advance 
of a proposed residential development. The evaluation produced evidence for past 
field systems with a series of furrows running north–south across the proposed 
development area. One archaeological feature, a possible medieval ditch beneath a 
furrow, was also identified. X.A64.2015.



320      john thomas

Sysonby, Sysonby Grange Lane (SK 738 189) Wayne Jarvis

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken in September–October 2015 by 
ULAS on land at Riverside Farm, Sysonby Grange Lane, Sysonby. The fieldwork 
was undertaken in relation to proposals for the construction of a new residential 
development, and was carried out in order to assess the potential impact of the 
development on any archaeological remains that may be present. 

The trial trench evaluation identified a series of archaeological features, including 
ditches, gullies and pits. Additionally, cobbled surfaces and ephemeral ironstone 
structures were exposed. A range of artefacts were recovered, including pottery of 
medieval date. X.A91.2014.

Tugby, Manor Farm, Main Street (SK 7632 0098) Roger Kipling

An archaeological strip, plan and sample excavation was undertaken by ULAS in 
November 2015 on land at Manor Farm, Main Street, Tugby. The fieldwork was 
undertaken following a building survey of Old Manor Farm House that had been 
completed prior to its demolition, to make way for construction of new residential 
properties. The building survey by Neil Finn had established that Old Manor Farm 
House was probably constructed as a single-ended hall with a two-storey cross-
wing around 1505, based on tree ring dating of roof timbers. The hall range was of 
timber-frame construction and the cross-wing to the south of the hall had a stone-
built ground storey and timber-framed upper storey. A substantial north cross-wing 
was added around the end of the seventeenth century, creating a double-ended hall 
of near-symmetrical H-plan. The central hall range was rebuilt in 1784 and the 
north wing was rebuilt in the nineteenth century. Further alterations were made in 
the twentieth century. 

The archaeological excavation provided supplementary constructional details of 
the manor house, including evidence for a chimney and hearth base and beamslots, 
with hints of north and south cross passages in the central hall range (Fig. 18). 
The hearth base was constructed from flat sandstone slabs, degraded from heat 
reddening, with a chimney built around it on three sides. A lip around the front of 
the hearth possibly represented a second hearth, and was associated with a fragment 
of cobbled flooring. The entire structure was set upon a rough rubble base, and 
measured 3.4m × 1.2m and 0.26m in height. 

Post-medieval window masonry fragments from the fabric of a modern drain 
indicate post-medieval modifications to the building subsequent to its c.1505 
construction date. A modern associated external drain produced several window 
masonry fragments, reused as drain lining. A fragment of ovolo moulded mullioned 
and transomed masonry is likely to derive from a late sixteenth- or seventeenth- 
century phase of building alteration. X.A119.2015.

Ullesthorpe, land at Hall Lane (SP 50620 87950) Martina Tenzer

Seven trial trenches were excavated on land at Hall Lane, Ullesthorpe by Wessex 
Archaeology, on behalf of CgMs Consulting. Trenches targeted anomalies of 
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archaeological potential identified by geophysical survey and confirmed the results 
of the geophysical survey. A rectilinear enclosure was present, with further parallel 
ditches identified to the east with pottery of Iron Age date. These features probably 
represent part of an Iron Age field system.

A second enclosure was visible as a depression in the field. The south-eastern 
corner of a further large enclosure (5.5m wide) was identified. Pottery recovered 

Fig. 18. Plan of the excavation area at Tugby showing the main features revealed, and 
their relationships to the principal elements of the building. © ULAS.
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from the fills of the ditch was post-medieval and medieval in date, with the feature 
itself still visible as a depression in the current land surface. This ditch predates the 
tithe map of 1843, which shows an existing boundary crossing the line of the surface 
depression. The ditch may be associated with the adjacent Perkin’s Farm, which is 
believed to date from the seventeenth century, but the orientation of the ditch and 
the residual medieval pottery in its upper fills hints at an earlier date. X.A90.2015.

Whetstone, land at Enderby Road (SP 5560 9787) Nathan Flavell

An archaeological evaluation was carried out on land at Enderby Road, Whetstone 
by ULAS in August 2015, in response to proposed re-development of the site. 
Thirteen trenches totalling c.520 square metres were excavated. Six of these trenches 
contained evidence of Iron Age activity in the south and centre of the application 
area. Ditches, a gully, a pit and a post-hole were associated with Iron Age pottery 
and struck flint flakes. X.A89.2015.

Whitwick, Charnwood Roots Project (SP 436161) Julie Attard,  
Mathew Morris

In July 2015 an archaeological dig was organised for the community of Whitwick, 
Leicestershire by the Charnwood Roots Project, a Leicestershire Victoria County 
History Trust initiative funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. In its second year of 
excavation, previously investigating Anstey in 2014, the dig was supported by staff 
of ULAS and over 150 volunteers from the local community, wider county, and 
students and staff from the University of Leicester. A total of 29, 1m2, test-pits were 
excavated with a goal of evaluating the nature of Whitwick’s settlement history, and 
promoting local history and heritage to the community.

Overall, results suggest that the majority of the village has experienced significant 
ground disturbance in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, testament perhaps 
to the continuous occupation of the area for at least 1,000 years. Test-pits mostly 
yielded a mixture of modern and post-medieval artefacts, whilst features dating to 
the post-medieval/modern period were identified in four test-pits. A small quantity 
of residual medieval pottery was identified, predominately from pits that were in 
open fields up until the twentieth century. This is thought to represent medieval 
manuring practices. A single flint piercer was possibly recovered from a stratified 
prehistoric level.

One topical find was a clay pipe stem stamped with ‘FOOTBALL PIPE’ on one 
side and ‘PLAY UP LEICEST[ER]’ on the other. The pipe would also have had an 
image of a football player on one side of the bowl. This type of pipe was sold at 
Leicester Fosse football matches in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. 
X.A74.2015.

Wigston Harcourt, Newton Lane (SP 616 976) Ben Kidd

During trial trench evaluation on land south of Newton Lane by MOLA 
Northampton, for CgMs Consulting on behalf of Pegasus Planning, a pit containing 
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nine sherds of pottery from three Beaker vessels of the early Bronze Age was recorded. 
Six sherds are from the rim and upper body of a rusticated Beaker decorated with 
rows of fingernail impressions. The other three sherds are from two thin-walled 
Beaker vessels.

An undated shallow gully was also observed, along with extensive medieval ridge 
and furrow cultivation and ground disturbance relating directly to post-medieval–
early modern limestone quarrying. X.A149.2015.

Historic Building Recording

Bittesby Bittesby House, Mere Lane (SP 5024 8536) Trigpoint 
Conservation & Planning Ltd

Diseworth Farm Buildings at Village Farm, The Bowley (SK 4485 2449 
centre) Archaeological Building Recording Services

Heather Heather Hall and Stables, Swepstone Road (SK 3815 1058) 
Trigpoint Conservation & Planning Ltd

Newtown Linford Sandhills Lodge, Markfield Lane (SK 5034 1086) Trigpoint 
Conservation & Planning Ltd

North Kilworth The White Lion Public House, Lutterworth Road (SP 6164 
8355) TR Projects

Quenby Quenby Lodge, Hungarton Road (SK 7077 0671) 
Archaeology & Built Heritage

Tugby Old Manor Farm House, Manor Farm, Main Street (SK 
7627 0095) Archaeology & Built Heritage

Negative watching briefs, evaluations in Leicestershire
(undertaken by ULAS unless otherwise stated)

Anstey: Land north of Groby Road (SK 54304 08172) (Wessex Archaeology); 
Appleby Magna: Land at Top Street (SK 443170 30946); Ashby-de-la-Zouch: 
Land off North Street (SK 358 168); Billesdon: Land at Kates Hill, Rolleston 
Road (SK 7218 0245); Blaby: All Saints Church, Church Street (SP 57034 97860); 
Brentingby: Hall Farm (SK 77996 18992); Broughton Astley: Dunton Road (SP 
5360 9208) (Wessex Archaeology); Broughton Astley: St Mary’s Church, Church 
Close (SP 5261 9265) (Archaeology & Built Heritage); Burbage: Burbage Infants 
School, Grove Road (SP 442 924); Burton on the Wolds: Land at 18 Barrow Road 
(SK 58894 21002); Coalville: Land at Bardon Road (SK 4401 1311); Coalville: 
Land south of Beveridge Lane, Bardon Hill (SK 44555 31165); Cold Overton: 
Land at Gates Nurseries and Garden Centre, Somerby Road (SK 8119 0982) 
(PCA); Countesthorpe: Land south of Gillam Butts (SP 5823 9515); Countesthorpe: 
Willoughby Road (SP 57480 95150) (Wessex Archaeology); Donisthorpe: Land 
north-west of Acresford Road; Donisthorpe: Land east of 56 New Street (SK 3137 
1415) (Archaeology & Built Heritage); Elmesthorpe: Land at Bridge Farm (SP 
45593 95313); Enderby: Everards Brewery, Soar Valley Way (SK 55501 00049) 
(Wessex Archaeology);  Enderby: Land off Harolds Lane (SP 5355 9974); Enderby: 
Leicestershire Constabulary, St Johns (SP 5535 9958); Foxton: Land at 28 Middle 
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Street (SP 7008 9000) (Archaeology & Built Heritage); Higham on the Hill: Land 
at MIRA Technology Park (SP 36821 96192); Higham on the Hill: Land at MIRA 
Technology Park (SP 3674 9602) (Wessex Archaeology); High Cross: Bumble Bee 
Lane (SP 4725 8868) (Archaeology & Built Heritage); Husbands Bosworth: Old 
Barn Farm (SP 64197 82301); Kegworth: East Midlands Gateway (SK 47320 
26810) (Wessex Archaeology); Kegworth: Kegworth Community Centre, Dragwell 
(SK 4849 2649); Laughton: Church Farm, Church Lane (SP 659 892);  Little 
Markfield: Land south east of Little Markfield Farm (SK 4827 0959) (CgMs 
Consulting); Long Clawson: Melton Road (SK 72244 25841); Lutterworth: The 
Coach House, Misterton Way (SP 54525 84362); Market Bosworth: 22 Park Street 
(SK 4067 0311) (Archaeology & Built Heritage); Markfield: land at Little Markfield 
Farm (SK 47976 09242) (Wessex Archaeology); Measham: Land at Atherstone 
Road (SK 333 112); Melton Mowbray: land off Nottingham Road (SK 74590 
20650) (Wessex Archaeology); Mountsorrel: Land north of Halstead Road (SK 574 
145); North Kilworth: White Lion Public House, Lutterworth Road (SP 6165 8356) 
(Archaeology & Built Heritage); Packington: Hill Farm (SK 3731 1445); Ratcliffe 
Culey: Ratcliffe House Farm, Ratcliffe House Lane (SP 3346 9900) (PCA); Rothley: 
Rothley Lodge (SK 593 136); Stanton under Bardon: Thornton Lane (SK 4671 
0952) (Cotswold Archaeology); Stanton under Bardon: Tower Hayes Farm (SK 
44403 10308) (Wessex Archaeology); Thurlaston: Land at Englands Farm, Croft 
Road (SP 50127 98521).

RUTLAND

All archives will be deposited with Rutland County Museum (RCM) under the 
accession number given at the end of each entry.

Ayston, Church of St Mary the Virgin (SK 86032 00983) Nathan Flavell

Archaeological inspection and recording was carried out at the Church of St Mary 
the Virgin, Ayston by ULAS in three phases, between October 2014 and May 
2015. The work was carried out on behalf of Belfry Ltd during restoration and 
drainage works on the church. As well as miscellaneous human bone fragments, 
the remains of 25 articulated skeletons were identified and recorded. Many of these 
were close to the existing church walls and a number of them had been truncated 
by its foundations. The original twelfth-century building was extended and modified 
in the following centuries, and it seems likely that these burials are associated with 
the earlier, smaller church building. Finds of a few sherds of medieval pottery and 
a medieval buckle suggest a twelfth–fourteenth century date range for the burials. 
A number of grave stones were also recorded prior to their removal for health and 
safety reasons during the groundworks. OAKRM:2014.62.

Barleythorpe, Main Road (SK 8518 0953) Andrew Failes

An archaeological excavation on land off Main Road, Barleythorpe was undertaken 
by APS on behalf of Larkfleet Homes Ltd, prior to a residential development. The 
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excavation followed earlier programmes of geophysical survey and archaeological 
evaluation, which revealed evidence of Bronze Age barrows (Malone 2011). A 
further barrow, clearly part of the same group, lay immediately north of the present 
site and had been excavated previously (Mellor 2012). The present investigations 
revealed a Bronze Age barrow with a double concentric ring ditch, partial remains of 
a probable second barrow and a Pond Barrow (Fig. 19). Burials were encountered in 
the two ditched barrows and cremations, some of them un-urned, were also found, 
many in the Pond Barrow. Post-excavation assessment is ongoing. OAKRM:2015.5.

References

Malone, S., 2011 ‘Barleythorpe, land north of Oakham’, TLAHS 85, 252.
Mellor, V., 2012 ‘Barleythorpe, land off Main Road’, TLAHS 86, 253 and Fig. 19.

Oakham, Oakham Castle, Cutts Close (SK 86200 08950) Donald Clark

Archaeological Supervision and Recording was undertaken by ULAS during the 
excavation of two inspection pits: one in Cutts Close, and the other within the bailey 
of Oakham Castle (SM 17018, List Entry No. 1010702), in November 2014. Both 
inspection pits fall within the Scheduled area for Oakham Castle. Within the bailey 

Fig. 19. Bronze Age round barrows at Barleythorpe. © Archaeological Project Services/
Kevin Elfleet.
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clear stratigraphy showed the build-up of several layers, and in Cutts Close a small 
portion of the original inner bailey bank was exposed. OAKRM:2014.69.

Oakham, Oakham Castle (SK 86200 08950) Leon Hunt

The first phase of a continuing series of archaeological interventions was undertaken 
by ULAS throughout November 2015 during restoration work at Oakham Castle. 
This initial work focused on the widening of the pathway around the western side 
of the Hall, the footprint of a new toilet block (partially under the footprint of the 
newly demolished boiler house) and a slot through the northern rampart to evaluate 
the level of survival of the rampart wall, which had been recently cleared of foliage. 

Following removal of flagstones from around the circuit of the current access 
path prior to its widening, evaluation slots were excavated at regular intervals to 
determine the nature of any archaeology present. The results mostly revealed topsoil 
and soil layers of made-up ground, consisting mainly of a yellowish brown silty clay 
with an abundance of ironstone. Medieval and post-medieval pottery was found 
throughout the slots. In the north-west corner, where the path turned, a significant 
pile of Collyweston slate and ironstone was revealed lying like a rubble wall, which 
was cut through by a post-hole.

Fig. 20. Section of the Oakham Castle curtain wall exposed during the excavation.  
© ULAS.
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Excavation of the footprint for the new toilet block revealed different phases of 
surfaces and yard areas cut by two linear features in Y-shaped formation, probably 
part of a drainage system of unknown date.

Removal of earth build-up from the rampart wall revealed structural evidence 
of the castle curtain wall. The external face of the curtain wall survived fairly 
well with up to at least 17 courses exposed, and was constructed of roughly hewn  
iron stone blocks of differing sizes and shapes; roughly coursed and earth bonded 
(Fig. 20). 

The extant wall was approximately 1.80m wide, but it is unknown whether 
this was the original width due to the internal face being re-faced with displaced 
stone and concrete, possibly as a blocking measure to prevent the core material from 
collapsing. The depth and extent of the wall is unknown. There is a curious gap or 
void in the lower south-east courses in the wall section exposed, possibly deliberate 
for drainage or most likely from animal disturbance which has later been patched 
up with displaced stone.

A Time Team excavation at the castle in 2013 found sections of two walls (or 
different phases), possibly the remains of a solar block which once lay to the west 
of the Great Hall (Mepham and Good 2015). A second phase of work involved 
the extension of this trench eastwards in order to link the Time Team discoveries 
to the results of the latest project. Following removal of a large amount of rubble, 

Fig. 21. Section of wall associated with the Time Team excavations and associated layers. 
© ULAS.
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a small section of wall was discovered that was associated with the later structure 
discovered by Time Team, which had been partially disturbed by a modern gas 
pipe (Fig. 21). Different layers either side of this wall suggested that the wall 
was associated with a building rather than marking a boundary. Makeup layers 
for flooring were also discovered, further reflecting the results of the Time Team 
evaluation. OAKRM:2014.69.

Reference

Mepham, L. and ‘Further Investigations at Oakham Castle, Rutland: A Time Team
Good, O., 2015 Evaluation’, TLAHS 89, 165–78.

Oakham, Uppingham Road (SK 860 080) Gavin Speed

ULAS completed archaeological investigations on land to the west of Uppingham 
Road, Oakham, Rutland, in advance of development (first reported in TLAHS 83, 
265). The work revealed further Iron Age and Roman field systems, roundhouses, 
and more of a double pit alignment. OAKRM:2012.12.

Ridlington, land around ‘Lees Barn’, south of the village Elaine Jones 
(SK 8455 0231 – centre)

Fieldwalking to the south of Ridlington village in November 2015 by the Rutland 
Local History and Record Society recovered 448 struck flints, including some Upper 
Palaeolithic examples. Five Roman pottery sherds, nine early medieval and 21 late 
medieval pottery sherds were also found.

Ridlington, Ridlington Park Farm (SK 8312 0173 centre) Elaine Jones

A fieldwalking survey was undertaken by Rutland Local History & Record Society 
on land at Ridlington Park Farm in January 2015. The survey focused on ‘Home 
Close’ and ‘Spot Close’, and recovered 268 struck flints, including an early Neolithic 
‘laurel leaf’ and a leaf-shaped arrowhead. It was thought that soil marks on a 1947 
RAF aerial photograph suggest a Neolithic long barrow rather than a previously 
recorded ring ditch.

Ryhall, Ryhall Substation and Cable Route (TF 04715 11233) Gareth Davies

Trent & Peak Archaeology undertook the excavation of 30 evaluation trenches on a 
4ha electricity substation site for Jacobs UK/National Grid. The project identified a 
probable area of Bronze/Iron Age unenclosed settlement, with pottery-rich features 
and worked flint. 

Subsequently, Leicestershire County Council requested that two areas (in 
combination just over a hectare in size) be excavated around trenches where key 
features had been identified. This revealed two areas of unenclosed Late Bronze Age 
settlement, characterised by pit clusters (pottery rich) adjacent to ephemeral groups 
of post-holes, but no ditched boundaries. A particularly interesting aspect of the 
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site was the existence of a number of fire-pits or crude ovens where in-situ burning 
apparently occurred, perhaps suggesting some specialised production function for 
this site. 

Following positive trench evaluation results and a geoarchaeological assessment, 
two areas of strip, map and sample excavations were also carried out north of the 
sub-station on the 2km-long cable route linking the new electricity sub-station to the 
soon to be electrified east coast mainline railway, near the settlement of Essendine. 
This final phase of excavation produced the most significant results.

To the south, on high land nearest the earlier sub-station excavations, further 
Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age settlement remains, in the form of scattered pits 
and occasional ditches, were revealed. Dated by significant quantities of pottery, 
these features appear to represent the northern extent of a reasonably extensive area 
of unenclosed prehistoric occupation. 

To the north, located between two palaeochannels, a total of 424 worked flints 
were recovered from two distinct scatters identified at the northern end of the site. 
There were a remarkably low percentage of tools represented within the assemblage. 
Much of the assemblage comprised flint debitage demonstrating low-quality knapping 
techniques, with frequent mis-hits, re-use of previously discarded pieces and few 
examples of typically earlier platform preparation or blade production, suggesting 
a later prehistoric (probably Bronze Age/Iron Age date) date. However, the presence 
of occasional Mesolithic microliths (including an isosceles triangle, a truncated point 
and a probable meche de foret (drill-bit)) also indicates that we are actually looking 
at evidence for knapping in the wider area over a longer period of time, with worked 
flints transported from point of manufacture to their present findspots via natural 
processes, as opposed to scatters that represent discrete in-situ knapping events.

Tinwell, 17–20 Main Street (TF 0056 0635) Dale Trimble

A trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Witham Archaeology on land at 17–20 
Main Street, Tinwell. The project was commissioned by Hereward Homes in order 
to provide information on the archaeological impact of proposed development at 
the site. The site lies within the historic core of the village, immediately to the east of 
the medieval parish church of All Saints. Earthworks of probable medieval date lie 
to the south of the site, and medieval deposits were identified to the north of the site 
during archaeological monitoring of another development.

The earliest deposits identified during the evaluation consisted of pits containing 
pottery dating to the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Stone rubble within the pit 
fills may represent builders’ waste or the residues of stone robbing elsewhere in the 
area.

Uppingham, Leicester Road (SK 8577 0008) Gemma Hewitt

An evaluation on land at Leicester Road by MOLA Northampton recorded a pit 
alignment and a ditch dating to the middle to late Iron Age, remnant furrows 
of medieval ridge and furrow cultivation, and a post-medieval to modern field 
boundary ditch. OAKRM:2015.11.
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Negative watching briefs and evaluations in Rutland
(all undertaken by ULAS, unless otherwise stated)

Edith Weston: 20 King Edwards Way (SK 92721 05252); Ryhall: Land at 
Belmsthorpe Lane (TF 04035 10893).

PORTABLE ANTIQUITIES SCHEME ANNUAL REPORT FOR 
LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 2015

Wendy Scott, Finds Liaison Officer, Museums Service, Leicestershire County Council.

Objects recorded and period breakdown

In 2015 the Leicestershire team, now consisting of the FLO, three volunteers and 
two self-recorders, have added 1,198 objects, in 1,093 records, from 89 finders (Fig. 
22). All were found by metal detecting or as chance finds during detecting.

The scheme has recorded 941 objects (875 records) for Leicestershire, 238 
objects (161 records) for Rutland and three objects for the City of Leicester. Roman 
artefacts and coins remain the most numerous, closely followed by Medieval.

Treasure

In 2015 a total of 22 treasure cases were reported for Leicestershire and Rutland. 
Most of the cases were recorded in the latter part of the year, so are still undergoing 
investigation and are subject to the confidentiality of the Treasure Act at the time of 
writing. Those that are completed and worthy of note include the following:

Silver Republican Denarii, LEIC-A67FAF 2015T457 Charley parish (Fig. 23)
A small hoard of four Republican silver Denarii, with a date span of 90 BC to 31 BC.  
The oldest is an issue of C. Vibius Pansa, with control marks stamped into the 

Fig. 22. Finds recorded under the Portable Antiquities Scheme for Leicestershire & 
Rutland in 2015.
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obverse (see image), and the youngest a Legionary issue of Mark Antony. These 
were found close to where the Mount St Bernard hoard of 960 Bronze Radiates 
(AD 260–70) was found in 1840. This is an extremely unusual small hoard and 
Leicestershire Museums hopes to acquire.

Gold and garnet pendant, LEIC-3DC96C 2015T466 Cottesmore Parish, Rutland 
(Fig. 24) 
Early Medieval (Saxon) gold and garnet pendant. The stone has stepped sides which is 
unusual for pendants, but is familiar from cloisonné cells on sixth- and seventh-century  

Fig. 23.

Fig. 24.
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Anglo-Saxon metalwork. This, together with the small size of the pendant, may 
indicate that the setting has been recycled from another cloisonné object, such as a 
brooch or mount, and re-fashioned into a pendant. Disclaimed by Rutland County 
Museum.

Objects recorded in Leicestershire

Roman
Copper alloy finger ring, LEIC-30A5D5 Woodhouse Eaves
An unusual copper alloy finger ring, very plain oval bezel with a deep ridge running 
across it, and inscribed DA VITA = ‘give life’. Rings with inscriptions are fairly 
uncommon nationally, with only 78 examples on our database from a total of 2,817 
finger rings. In our area they are even rarer. With the notable exception of three 
silver rings inscribed ‘TOT ’ from the county (which appear to be related to the cult 
of Toutatis (Daubney 2010)), this is the first confirmed example.

Early Medieval 

Copper alloy trefoil mount, LEIC-C5F14 Barrow upon Soar parish (Fig. 25)
This is a very unusual Continental Carolingian trefoil mount dating to the ninth 
century. It has the classic trefoil shape, but with unusual triangular terminals (they 
are generally squared or rounded) only paralleled in one other object from Britain, 
now in a private American collection (Ager pers. comm.). Its most distinctive feature 
is not this but its glass inlay. This is extremely rare in these mounts, which are 
generally embellished with gilding or inlaid with niello. In 1998, Dr Barry Ager 
recorded a fragmentary trefoil mount, probably from a sword-belt, which had 

Fig. 25.
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been found at Maastricht-Amby which had similar blue glass inlay to this mount 
(Ager 1998–99). The British Museum has a Carolingian finger ring, decorated with 
backward facing animals which have blue glass eyes (BM Catalogue). This mount 
would appear to be only the second of its kind recorded with glass inlay, and is 
therefore, the first of its kind recovered in England.
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Copper alloy and Cloisonne disc brooch, WMID-0074DA Cotesbach parish  
(Fig. 26)
This is a stunning example of a gilded copper alloy cloisonné enamelled brooch 
of the late Early Medieval period (tenth to eleventh centuries AD). Only 12 
examples have been recorded nationally, with two found in Rutland (including 
the fine example LEIC-65A9C2 (TLAHS 89, 322 and Fig. 23), but this is a first 
for Leicestershire. It has a cross motif formed of crescentric cells and picked 
out in shades of blue glass. This is an extremely rare complete example, with its 
gilding, pin and catch plate intact, and even retaining its inlays in each of its seven 
projecting lobes. 

Fig. 26.
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Modern

Copper alloy LDV badge, LEIC-BC5121 Shepshed parish
Occasionally we record modern objects which have local significance, as there is 
currently no other mechanism to do this. This wonderfully evocative Local Defence 
Volunteer badge was found in Shepshed, where it was worn and lost. It is probably 
the most tightly dated object on our database, as the LDV was set up on 14 May 
1940 by the Minister of War Anthony Eden, but by 22 July the organisation had 
been re-named the Home Guard by the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill.

Coins

Iron Age and Roman
The ‘Iron Age and Roman Coin hoarding’ research project, based at the University 
of Leicester, has been adding records of hoards found in Leicestershire to the PAS 
database. So far, 35 have been added, using the prefix IARCH. These are mostly 
historical, with some sadly being lost. However, the total does include some 
noteworthy hoards in the County museum’s collection, such as the Hallaton and 
Mount St Bernard hoards.

Early medieval 
Silver penny of Ceonwulf, LEIC-9E3AB5 Shawell parish
A silver penny of Ceonwulf (796–821), portrait phase (c.800–21; Naismith E12.10) 
moneyer, Withtred; mint, East Anglia (probably Ipswich). This coin appears to be 
a die duplicate of that published previously by Naismith (2001: 315, pl. 79), and is 
possibly only the second of its type recorded. 

Silver Denier of Charles the Bald, LEIC-9F7227 Grimston parish
A silver Denier of Charles the Bald, Carolingian King of the West Franks, c.840–77, 
possibly Melle mint. Only eight of these have been recorded by the PAS nationally. 
They are thought to have circulated in fairly large numbers in eastern England in the 
ninth and tenth century as a result of a Scandinavian presence.

Two Anglo-Viking silver pennies, LEIC-19C0DA Asfordby parish and  
LEIC-B7F405 Loughborough parish (Figs 27 and 28)
LEIC-19C0DA, St Edmund memorial type, 895–910, cf. North 483 moneyer, 
?CIBVINIA.
LEIC-B7F405, St Edmund memorial type, 895–910, Moneyer Chenapa, SCBI Vol 
36 pl. 4, 98.
These two coins, found weeks apart late in the year, were issued by Viking rulers 
settled in East Anglia. The issue ironically celebrates Edmund, the ruler martyred 
by the Vikings themselves. They bring the total for this issue found in Leicestershire 
to three. The first (EMC 1987: 118) and the only Anglo-Viking coin recorded for 
Leicestershire on the Early Medieval Corpus, managed by the Fitzwilliam Museum, 
was found near Wymeswold in 1987. The PAS has only recorded 21 examples of 
this issue and the Leicestershire examples are the most westerly, with the majority, 
unsurprisingly, being found in East Anglia.
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Anglo-Viking coinage in Leicestershire

These new finds add significantly to the corpus of Anglo-Viking coinage found in 
the county. In the last 12 years only one other coin issued by Anglo-Viking rulers 
has been recorded by the PAS here. This was a ‘Cunnetti’ issue (895–902) of Viking 
York, and was found as recently as 2009 in Rearsby Parish (LEIC-B230B). We have 

Fig. 28.

Fig. 27.
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to go back to the 1990s and the discovery of the Thurcaston Hoard to find other 
Viking-issued coins in the county. This hoard included seven Kingdom of York 
issues, three Saxon pennies and two Arabic Dirhams.

Given that the Denier of Charles the Bald, listed above, is also thought to have 
circulated in this country as valid currency under the Vikings, along with Arabic 
Dirhams, this brings the total number of Viking-issued coins (or those circulated by 
them) found in Leicestershire to 14.

Medieval coins

Silver Continental Sterling imitation, LEIC-32EAB5 Birstall Parish
A medieval silver sterling imitation of Edwardian type, Gaucher of Chatillon (1313–
22), mint of Yves. Imitations of Edwardian coins were widely issued by continental 
rulers such as Gaucher, as they were respected for their quality and widely accepted 
on the continent. There are 32 of his coins recorded on the database; this one is the 
second recorded in Leicestershire.


